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Courtesy Kenston High School
Nicki Henry will be playing for a

very good cause this weekend
in the state golf tournament.

Give her a round of applause

B Kenston’s Henry
has raised more than
$7,000 for charity, all
by making birdies

John Kampf

JKampf@News-Herald.com

Nicki Henry will be playing
for more than a state champion-
ship this weekend at the Division
[ girls golf tournament in Colum-
bus.

She’ll also be fighting for her
grandmother.

A junigr at Kenston, Henry is

State golf

& What: Division | state boys
and girls golf tournaments

m When: Friday and Saturday

m Where: Boys: Ohio State
University Golf Course, Scarlet
Course; Girls: Ohio State University
Golf Course, Gray Course

m Who: Holden Pahr, Chardon;
Nicki Henry, Kenston

u Tee times: 9:40 a.m. for
Henry and Pahr on Friday

® Admission: $9 per day
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Henry's choice.

Amyotrophic
Lateral Schlerosis. ALS. Lou
Gehrig’s Disease.

The disease her grandmother,
Carol Dovishaw, was diagnosed
with earlier this year.

“When my grandma was diag-
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With her grandmother being her motivation
and inspiration this season, Henry has raised
more than $7,000 for ALS through her numer-
ous sponsors. She hopes to add to that number
this weekend, building on the 55 birdies she
has made so far this season — each of which
has added hundreds of dollars to ALS
research.

“She has several community sponsors who
donate money for every birdie she makes dur-
ing a golf match or tournament,” Coach Katie
Phillips said. “The awareness is extremely
personal to Nicki, as her grandmother was
recently diagnosed with ALS. I think this
foundation is wonderful and really shows how
passionate and hard-working Nicki is.”

Anyone wishing to contribute can do so by
signing up at Nickihenry.com.

“She is not only one of the best golfers in
the state,” Phillips said, “but she is also a true
humanitarian.”

Henry said making a birdie gives her double
the pleasure because not only does it benefit
her cause, but it also benefits her score.

She is coming off a medalist round of 76
last week at the Division I district at the Leg-
ends of Massilon Golf Course. She will tee off
at 9:40 a.m. on Friday morning in a trio that
also includes Olentangy Orange’s Kristen
Helmsdoerfer and Tipp City Tippecanoe’s
Laura Murray.

Helmsdoerfer is a first-time qualifier, while
Murray played in the state tournament two
years ago. This is Henry's first time playing in
the state tournament, a sore spot with her
because she missed qualifying for the tourna-
ment by one stroke in each of the past two
seasons.

“Missing by one stroke my freshman and
sophomore years hurt,” Henry said. “It just
pushed me to work harder.”

While Henry has never played in the state
tournament, she has played on the Ohio State
University Golf Course, albeit more than a
few years ago. She was a camper at the OSU
Golf Camp when she was 8 years old.

“I shot a 106 then,” she said with a giggle.
“I was happy with that at the time, but I really
don’t want to shoot that again this weekend.”

Henry’s familiarity of the course was broad-
ened — hopefully, at least — this past week-

end when she attended the Division II tourna-
ment both to cheer on the state champion
NDCL girls team and also to learn about how
the course is playing this year.

“I learned a lot by watching,” Henry said. 1
learned how people were playing the course,
how they play each shot and each hole. I
watched the putts and how the ball rolls.

“I'll play a practice round Thursday, so
hopefully I'll learn more then.”

Henry said when she is at her best, she is
dominating from 100 yards and in, sticking
high irons and wedges and making putts. She
handicapped her game, saying her long irons
and fairway woods need some work.

“T'll just play shot by shot and hole by
hole,” Henry said, “and see what happens.”

After two near-misses on the district level,
Henry said she cannot wait to get her first
crack at the OSU Course’s Gray Course and
hopefully put herself into contention for an
individual state championship.

“I'd take 18 birdies,” she said with a laugh.
“That would definitely help my score.”

As well as take one more step toward find-
ing a cure for her grandmother,

nosed, I wanted to make (ALS)
my cause,” Henry said. “That
was the perfect cause for me. My
grandma is doing all right now,
but this is important for me to
do.”

This is the second consecutive
year Henry has played golf both
for herself and for a worthy
cause through the Bright Side of
the Road Foundation. Inspired
by a story she read in a magazine
written by LPGA star Christie
Kerr, Henry played for breast
cancer research a year ago and
raised a little over $1,000.

See Applause, Page C5
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Nicki Henry will be playing for more than a state championship this weekend at the Division | girls
golf tournament in Columbus.

She'll also be fighting for her grandmother.

A junior at Kenston, Henry is using her talents on the golf course to help raise money through the
Bright Side of the Road Foundation. For every birdie Henry makes this season, sponsors who have
signed up with her through the foundation pay a certain amount to the charity of Henry's choice.

Amyotrophic Lateral Schlerosis. ALS. Lou Gehrig's Disease.
The disease her grandmother, Carol Dovishaw, was diagnosed with earlier this year.

"When my grandma was diagnosed, | wanted to make (ALS) my cause," Henry said. "That was the
perfect cause for me. My grandma is doing all right now, but this is important for me to do."

This is the second consecutive year Henry has played golf both for herself and for a worthy cause
through the Bright Side of the Road Foundation. Inspired by a story she read in a magazine written
by LPGA star Christie Kerr, Henry played for breast cancer research a year ago and raised a little
over $1,000.

With her grandmother being her motivation and inspiration this season, Henry has raised more than $7,000 for ALS through her numerous
sponsors. She hopes to add to that number this weekend, building on the 55 birdies she has made so far this season — each of which has
added hundreds of dollars to ALS research.

""She has several community sponsors who donate money for every birdie she makes during a golf match or tournament,”" Coach Katie
Phillips said. "The awareness is extremely personal to Nicki, as her grandmother was recently diagnosed with ALS. | think this foundation is
wonderful and really shows how passionate and hard-working Nicki is."

Anyone wishing to contribute can do so by signing up at Nickihenry.com.
""She is not only one of the best golfers in the state,” Phillips said, "but she is also a true humanitarian.”
Henry said making a birdie gives her double the pleasure because not only does it benefit her cause, but it also benefits her score.

She is coming off a medalist round of 76 last week at the Division | District at the Legends of Massilon Golf Course. She will tee off at 9:40
a.m. on Friday morning in a trio that also includes Olentangy Orange's Kristen Helmsdoerfer and Tipp City Tippecanoe's Laura Murray.

Helmsdoerfer is a first-time qualifier, while Murray played in the state tournament two years ago. This is Henry's first time playing in the
state tournament, a sore spot with her because she missed qualifying for the tournament by one stroke in each of the past two seasons.

"Missing by one stroke my freshman and sophomore years hurt," Henry said. "It just pushed me to work harder."

While Henry has never played in the state tournament, she has played on the Ohio State University Golf Course, albeit more than a few years
ago. She was a camper at the OSU Golf Camp when she was 8 years old.

"I shot a 106 then,"” said with a giggle. "'l was happy with that at the time, but I really don't want to shoot that again this weekend."

Henry's familiarity of the course was broadened — hopefully, at least — this past weekend when she attended the Division 1l tournament
both to cheer on the state champion NDCL girls team and also to learn about how the course is playing this year.

"I learned a lot by watching," Henry said. "I learned how people were playing the course, how they play each shot and each hole. | watched
the putts and how the ball rolls.

"I'll play a practice round Thursday, so hopefully I'll learn more then."

Henry said when she is at her best, she is dominating from 100 yards and in, sticking high irons and wedges and making putts. She
handicapped her game, saying her long irons and fairway woods need some work.

"I'll just play shot by shot and hole by hole,” Henry said. "And see what happens.”

After two near-misses on the district level, Henry said she cannot wait to get her first crack at the OSU Course's Gray Course and hopefully
put herself into contention for an individual state championship.

"I'd take 18 birdies," she said with a laugh. "That would definitely help my score."

As well as take one more step toward finding a cure for her grandmother.



